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What to Expect
Congratulations on your new landscape, we hope you are excited about it! So, what happens next?  
We hope this care sheet helps you better understand the life of your new garden. 
 
Transplant shock: yellowing & wilting plants 
Transplant shock is a term used to identify stresses seen in newly planted trees, shrubs, and perennials. It shows as scorched, 
yellowing, curling leaves, browning, and lack of growth. As plantings establish, this will correct.  
 
Leaf Scorch: leaves turn brown & curl under 
Plants arrive at your landscape in containers (or ball and burlap) then are planted in the wide‑open space of your yard. 
You’d think it would make the plants happy. Their roots can spread out and grow, but that’s a slow process during which you 
may see some leaf scorch due to the move. 

How long does it take roots to establish?  
Roots are considered established when the root system reaches at least as wide as the above‑ground canopy of green. 
For shrubs, this takes about 18 months. For trees, it depends on the size of the caliper. If the caliper is 6” in diameter, expect nine 
years for roots to be established. If the caliper is 1-2” inches, expect 1.5 to 2 years. Watering consistently is the most significant 
factor in the plant’s success once transplanted.

Read the Watering Tips Care Sheet for more information on how much to water and how often. If you have stopped watering, 
start again but don’t overcorrect. Don’t go from not watering to drowning the plant; consistency is the key. You may have to 
adjust your watering to add a day when the weather is hot and dry and reduce watering when cooler nights and rain comes.  
 
Some plants grew and others died 
There are many reasons why plants—planted right next to each other and watered the same—will respond differently to 
transplanting. There could be unseen drainage issues (or moles and voles), or too much sun or shade just a few feet over. 
The point to remember is that plants will catch up even if the start is slow.  
 
Does fertilizer help your new plants recover from transplant shock?
No, the process for establishing roots doesn’t speed up with extra fertilizer, and too much fertilizer can burn the roots. 
For more information, please read the Fertilizing Tips Care Sheet.
 
In summary, be patient, but ask questions. We appreciate the money you spend with us, and we don’t take that lightly. If you’re 
worried, please don’t hesitate to contact us. We are here to help sort out the problem and replace where necessary.

Trust the growth process in the garden, and remember not to judge it in year one or two. Year three is when the garden will 
spring to life. Enjoy!


