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PRUNING
 • Except in an emergency (breakage, etc.) do not prune anything for the first season because hormones in the 

leaf buds stimulate the roots to grow.  Removing the buds affects root growth.
 • Prune trees and shrubs that flower early in the spring on last year’s growth (e.g. azaleas, rhododendrons) 

immediately after flowering if needed.
 • Prune trees and shrubs that flower early summer to fall on the current year’s growth 

(e.g. crape myrtle, some hydrangeas) during dormancy (February–March).
 • Pruning of conifers should be done before new wood has hardened.
 • Prune trees either in winter or mid‑summer. Plant variety determines the timing 

(e.g. prune Maple, Birch, Sweetgum, and evergreens in the summertime).
 • Deadheading perennials make the garden look tidier and often push out another flush of blooms. 

If perennials get leggy or flop in the middle, shear them 6‑12 inches above the ground.

WEEDING 
Most new planting beds are susceptible to weed infestation. It is crucial to keep mulch applied at 3 inches so that light does not 
strike the soil surface, stimulate weed seed germination, and encourage moisture retention. Either pine straw or bark makes 
excellent mulch for plants. Do not over‑mulch or cover the plant’s root flare with mulch. If you choose to use an herbicide 
to control weeds, apply an appropriate pre‑emergent weed control herbicide in late March and July. Remember, applying a 
pre‑emergent will kill any seeds you may have planted yourself. Spray a post‑emergence weed control to control weeds during the 
growing season, but be careful in their application. These herbicides could damage or kill your plantings as well.

PEST & DISEASE CONTROL 
Insects and diseases are not usually significant problems with new plantings. Keeping foliage dry, particularly going into the 
night, reduces the probability of disease. If you discover a pest or possible disease problem, please contact B.B. Barns so we can 
help you identify and control these issues in your landscape.


